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Surgeon’s Lecture Highlights
September 11" Tragedy

by John Kater Miller

Valdosta surgeon, Dr. Kevin McCowan gave a
lecture, entitled “A Time to Pray, A Time for Peace: A
Surgeon’s Story of 9-11,” about his personal
experiences of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack
on the World Trade Center. Dr. McCowan was at a
surgical conference in New York on the morning of the
attacks.

The event took place on the seventh anniversary
of the attacks in the sanctuary of the First Baptist
Church of Valdosta. Mayor John Fretti opened the
nights events. The Valdosta Police and Fire
Departments provided a color guard that presented the
colors. The Woodmen of the World presented flags to
the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief. The event lasted
for about an hour and was well attended.

Dr. McCowan was born in Anderson South
Carolina. He attended Morehouse College in Atlanta,
and was the first African-American General Surgeon in
Valdosta. He is on the staff at Smith-Northview
Hospital.

Dr. McCowan was attending a surgical
conference on the morning of the attacks. He and other
doctors built makeshift hospitals to aid the injured in
office buildings and storefronts.

Unfortunately, Valdosta is intimately familiar
with terrorism and its effects. Major Lynn Mclntosh
was killed in the 1980 rescue attempt to save the
embassy staff held hostage by Iranians under the rule of
Ayatollah Khomeini. Molly Huckaby Hardy was killed
in the Al-Qaeda attacks on the US Embassy to Kenya in
Nairobi 1998. She and Lynn Mcintosh were
schoolmates in the Valdosta High School class on 1964.

Steven Paine, a Valdosta native, worked in the
World Trade Center in 2001. He was in Tower Two
when the attack occurred. Those in his tower were told
that there was nothing to worry about and to return to
work. He and other colleagues ignored the
announcement, and survived the attacks. The museum
has copies of his autobiographical account of the
attacks.

Dr. McCowan (left) set up a
sidewalk hospital in New York
after the terrorist attacks. He
recently gave a lecture in the
sanctuary of First Baptist Church
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Valdosta Mayor John Fretti leads the audience in the Pledge of
Allegiance as the Honor Guard presents the colors
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e T - This Just In!

The reprint of In Search of the
Hollidays: The True Story of Doc
Holliday and his Holliday and McKey
Families has just arrived at the
museum. The book was written by
Susie McKey Thomas and the late
Albert Pendleton and was illustrated by
Earle Sinclair McKey IlI. It is an
account of the families related to John
Henry “Doc” Holliday. The price of
the newly printed book is twenty
dollars, and is available at the
museum’s store.

The new edition of the book
contains a few improvements over the
1973 print. The book is bound with a

e el §  spine and, not spiral bound like its

: : = predecessor. A new addendum

Patsy Giles, right, the president of the Lowndes County Historical Society contains pictures of Holliday and his
presents Susie McKey Thomas, center, and Earle Sinclair McKey, Ill, left, the family, friends, and associates.

first copies of In Search of the Hollidays on October 1, 2008.

Society Hosts a New Walking Tour

Downtown

Do you know where Doc Holliday’s first IN SEARCH OF THE HOLLIDAYS
practice was? Or how a tragedy in Valdosta made the The Story of Doc Holliday and
United States a safer place? Or the story of Dr. His/Holliday and Mcey Families
Brewster who kept a human skeleton in his office?

A new walking tour of downtown Valdosta
focuses on the buildings of the town and the early
history of the city. The first tour was on Friday,
October 17, and coincided with “Art after Dark.” The
“Art after Dark” program is designed to bring crowds
downtown on the third Friday of every month.

The first walking tour turnout exceeded
expectations. The starting point was at Hildegard’s.
Steve Burrell, the tour guide, led the group south on
Patterson Street. Along the way, he pointed out the
building that Doc Holiday used as his first dental
office. He also showed where the historic Valdes
Hotel was located and offered anecdotes about its
existence. Then the tour headed east on Hill Avenue,
where Phillip Pendleton was discussed, along with
his efforts to preserve the city after the Civil War.
The next leg of the tour was north on Ashley Street

by
and the black business district of the past. The tour o

Susan McKey Thomas

ended with the last leg heading west on Central
Avenue back to the starting point.

The City of Valdosta as asked the museum to
continue the tour into the future.

Line Drawings by Earle Sinclair McKey, Il







