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HOTELS  —+~

by Domald O, Davis

A person mvolved with the expansive JTames Road — Marlket
Sureet develupment was in the museum a few weeks ago making
historical inquiry. During our discussion he stated that the
development might have as many as four hotels. The
construction of new hotels 1s making a statement on the
Vuldosta skvline. The purposce for the construction of the
Valdes Hotel in 1902 was to make a statement for the city.

Important local businessmen lead the Valdes Hotel project.
Valdosta was called the stare’s “richest city” and was the site of
the Georgla State Fair and such a hotel would be an asset 1o the
growth and development of the city. E. D. Ferrell leased the
hotel for ten years. The Georgia Hotelmen's Association was
founded at the Valdes with E. D Ferrell as first president, The Ry
Valdes ran on the American plan, room and three meals a day,
rather than the Liuropean plan. room only. The Valdes was
located in the northwest comner of the Hill Avenue and Toombs
Street intersection. now the site of Daugharty Service Station.

The Patterson Llotz] opened in 1912 on the site ol the earlier
Florenee Hotel (see page rwo). The banquet celebrating the
opening ol° South Georgia State Nommal College (VS was
held at the Patterson Hotel on January 2, 1913, In 1913 the
Valdes [lotel announced that fifty additional rooms would be
added 1o the north on the Toombs Sireet side, Decades later the
Patterson Hotel was demolished. Barnes Health Care Center is
now at this site.

The Daniel Ashley Holel opened in 1925 and was a social
center of the tewn for many vears. Among the three prand
“modern” hotel buildings of downtown WValdosta only it
remains. Delatled articles on area hotels are available, having
been written by Albhart Pendleton and athers.

. ;‘i;m%gﬁl’:g’

The Hotel Danicl Ashley opened in 1025,
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“But the garments Valdosta
wore a few years ago arc entirely
too small for her now.”

The above guotabion sounds as 1011 could he current news, but it is
faken from an amicle (befow) in the Fafdosta Times on Samrday,
March 29, 1902, The article tells of the demolition of the Cenlral
Hotal so that the the [Fiest] Christian Church could build a new
sanctuary on the site. The top left photagraph shows this sanctuary. Tt
was demolished in the 19505 and the Park Averue Bank branch iy
noww at this corer of Hill Avenue and Toombs Street.

..One of the most mootant steps in the Ine of constructon was
ta<zr yesterday wien a force of hands begar to tear down the ald
Cenlral Hotel building to make room for the handsomea new
church af the Christian congragation. The old building was among
Valdosta's historic oo structures that had to give way tn the
march of prograss. When it was erecied fitteen or twenty so years
ago, it was looked upon with oride oy the whole community. At
that time t was Valdosta's new hotel and the pecple of the
struggling community thought the town fortunate in boasting of
such an edifice.

Bl the garmenls which Valdosla wore & few years ago ars
entirely too small for her now. The old hotel has scrved ils
purpose and the greund Lpon which it slood was warth mare than
a duzen sueh structurss. The building and lot were bought by the
Christian Church some time age and the ele building was sold the
other day to Mr. L. C. Solumon for one hundred and fifty delars,
the building to be ton down and moved cut of the way by tho first
of May. The timber in il is o be used in masirg cottagas for rent,

The phategraph at left is of the Florence Hotel. As shown in
the 1385 Panoramic view below, the Florence and 5
Hatels were heaide the milroad at the inlerseetion of Palterson
Street and Savannah Avenue. The Huropean llouse was at
Ashlev and Hill. The Central Hotel had nol been buill.

European House
W. P. Renfroce

Prascoll’s Holsl,
later the Flarence

Stuart's Holel
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Alternative Lodging
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The Fines Camp mote! s listed in t1e 1925 VYaldesta Cily Directory.
Albert Fend eton wrote an article abaut the Pines and it being the secong

motal in the State of Georgia. Dic< Davis told us that when a child in the

late 19205 ha rode with peonle to deliver dinners lo the Pines and got a

glimpse of Chicago gangster Al Czpore. The Pines was located on the
site of Sunny Honda,
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The two tourist home post cards, shown above. are among several we
have al the museumn. The La Hood Taurist Home card hoasts, “Modern
Conveniences” and “Private Garages.” The Dasher Guest Homsa card
said Inat it was “Recommeandad by Duncan Hines,” Tne La Hood home
was at 811 3. Patterson. The Dasher home was in the lozation of the
VSU bursary on N. Patterscn and was destroyed in & gas exolosion.

Robert Banks Anderson, 1L
by
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T, Daugharty

Scott Blanton
by
Tomie Jean Roberts Blanton

Vivian Mcllvaine Brannen
Ty

Julia Bess Seatr

Edwina Hood Burgsteiner
by
Tomie Jean Roberts Blanton
Gloria Dalton Sorenson
Mr. and Mrs, I. Edward Willis

John Remer Hart
b
Harold and Virginia Bennet
Tornie Jean Roberts Blanton
Lammar and Florence Cole
Martha Norwood Gibson
Capt. Warren (. Graham, Jr, Family
Mary Wyche McRee
Julia Bess Scott
Briggs and Lane Smith
Dennis und Leigh Smith

Mary Helen Rountree Hensley
hy
Nic Daugharty
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Dangharty

T. Norweod Helcombe, Jr.
by
Lamar and Florence Caole
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny B. Lastinger
Julia Bess Scoit

Laforest Smith Mever
b
T.ougenia Gilliz Gabard

John Lorenzo Price, Sr.
by

Mr. and Mrs. Hobert T, Daugharty

Mr. and Mrs, J. Edward Willis

Roberta *Bobbie’ Jean Stephenson
by
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Daugharty
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A Time for Thanksgiving

After the flurry of activity and energy that produced the
40" Anniversary Celehrarion on Saturday, Scptember 297
President-elecr  Parsy  Giles  and  President  Julie  Smith
vrganized a “Thank You Party " on Saturday, November 17
for volunleers whose cfforis. past or present. benefited the
development ol the secicly or muscum. At the funetion,
Lamar Cole intreduced and weleomed Steve Buwmell as
Execulive Dircctor of the muscom,  Tulic Smith and Patsy
Giles gave briel reviews of society happenings and Daonald
Davis recognized cach person present and mentioned their
activity on behall of the socicly. A fow ol thase that attended
are in the photographs on this page. '

Barneta Davis.
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Patsy Giles and Julie Smith,
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Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 1, 2007

i

Anthory Hewitt, loft, came to the open house. He enjoyed the

museum and returned later in the day bringing his brother,

Mr. anc Mrs, Alex Alvares live in the Fairview Historic District,
During the open house they researcned therr neighborhood in

Zanbarn Fire Insurance maps. She had completed the Jingls

Ball run earlier in the morning,

Jon Bennell, cenler in top photo. was able to show his four
grandparents his Cagle Scout project of restoring the caboose
interior. With Jon are Mr. and Mrs. John A, Bennett of Marietta. In
the lower photograph, Mr. and Mrs. R, E. Brown, also of Mariella are
shown with Jon's mother Teresa Bennett. Both sets of
grandparents made donations to the project.

Dear Members,

This 1s my la wilelter as president of the 1.owndes County
Historical Society. It has been an honor W serve vou these past
i four vears. We accomplished a grear deal and met many of the
goals T set as president. Patsy Giles is our new president and she
has many cxciling idcas.

Please attend our Member’s Meeting on January 27" at 2:00
PM at the mugeum. This is our annual meeting o vote on our
budgel and plan the coming vear. Thank vou for your support
esidency.  Please renew your membership and

| during my pr
| involved.

Sineerely,
e i
i /r’/f’?f" S oiths
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Rolling Down
Highway 41

Recently, we were given several volumes of Georgia Christian
School yearbooks. Shortly thercaller, three different posteards of Van's
Twin Lakes Motor Court came in the mail. The arrival of these items,
covering Dasher and the Lake Park area, reminded me of the Allman
Brothers: Band hit song, Rambling Man, which contains the words
“rulling down highway forty-one.”™

The poseards came from Jane Stallings Knight of Nashville,
Gieorgia, who stared that at one point in life, vears ago, she collected
posteards.  The postcards show the cottages, the office and restaurant
exterior and the restaurant interior.

In speaking with Billy VanAuvsdall, he said that his grandparents,
Roy and Ina VanAusdall opened Van's Twin Lakes Motor Courl in
1936, moving here from Chicago, [llinois. He said that his grandfather
could tell of Chicago during the ‘mob’ years of the Al Capune gang.
Billy said that his grandfather was owner and manager of the business
until 1946 when he opened Bobbic's Gill and Candies which moved to
the new highway about 1960. The 1939 Valdosta phone book is the
earliest at the musenm with ‘current style” yellow pages. Van's is listed
as “Moember Chicago Motor Club and AAA, Dining Room-Serving
Unusual Food.™

ERA

Aller a conversalion one afternoon ar the
museun, foe Mixson (fefi) retumed a few days
later o domate his 1962 through 1967 Georgia
Christian vcarbooks, the Mine fmbers. 1z also
brought in the 1968 The Techmigue, vearbook
ol Valdosta Technical Schaol, Before we only
had volumes of the Pine fmbers from the
19905, Soon after, Julian Copeland, who is on
the Dasher City Council, gave the muscum a
|948 Pime Embers of the then Dasher Bible
School. [n 1948 the “dormitory students” at
the school were from across the south
Louisiana to North Carolina, and nerth o
Ohia,

From the 1965 yearbook is the phowegraph
fright) ol lhe Best All Round Scnior
Superlatives,  Allen Black  and  Anita
Wisenhaker (Armstrong).  Allen Black is
deceased. Anita also serves on the Dasher City
Council.  She, Julian Copeland, and others are
developing a Dasher arca historical museum,
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Transferring to a
‘City’ Church

Jesse Felma Moot wrote the book And One More Thing... Lije vi a
Seuth (fecvgio Farm, 1932 to 1949, 4 Memoiv, I was first published
i 2004 with a second edition in 2005, Jesse presented copies ol both
to the muscum and gave us permission to print stories from his book
in our newsletter. The beok offers a rare inside louk at the everyday
life of a very busy sowth Georgia farming family during the 1930s
and 1940s. and at southem fanming itself. Jesse was the sixth of mine
children borm to Staten Felma and Tressic Mae Copeland Moaore,
lesse holds a BS in Agriculture from the University of Georgia and a
Master’s degree in Public Administration from Harvard University
Maosr of his professional carcer was with the UL S, Deparrment of
Agriculture in Washinglon, D.C. One of the many stories in the
seetion called The Family 1s Lee Siveet Raptist Church.

Lee Street Baptist

When | was 6 or 7, Mother and Daddy decided lo errall all us chidren
in Sunday schcol at Lee Street Baptist Church in Valdosta. | put up a
fuss, but il did no good. From that day torward, only verifiable sickness
would keep any of us from attending Sunday school and church very
single Sunday of the vear. Then, at age 13, in addition to geing lo
Sunday school and church on Sunday morings, | was gently
persuaded by Mother to start attending Baptist Training Union and
church services on Sunday nights. The maost poweriul ammunition in
her bag was allowing e to drive the car thers and back.

Jasse Felma Moore at the Museum

Far a good many years, | lell like a fish cut of water at Lee Strest
Saptist. All the other boys and girls in my Sunday school group lived
right there in Valdosta and were classmates at school during the
waek. Since | not only lived on a farm but went to another school, we
had zbsolutely nothing in common. It was like going Lo another planat
every Sunday.

To make matters worse, | felt al the time that people who lived on a
farm were somehow inferior to those who lved in the city. | suffered
tawrough it as best | coula, drawing as little attertion to mysecll as
pussible. Daddy consistently acgravated the situation by getting us to
Sunday school late. This meant that | had to enter the group assembly
roam Sunday after Sunday with the session already under way. Facing
me dead-on were 40 to 50 boys and girls with nathing better to do
than look me dead in the eve.

Lee Streat Baptist Church sanctuary building

During my high school years, | finaly adjusted to living in two worlds.

Part of this was due lo Mr. Tom Shelton, who was in charge of the Sunday school’s leenaged group. He was sonsitive to my shyness
and did everything he could lo make me feel at ease. Mr. Harmon Boystte, my Sunday school teacher during those vears, was
instrumental in my pecoming more self-confident arcund the oty boys. He would some how know of my FFA[Future Farmers ol
America] achievements, and would make it a point to congratulate me in the presence of all the boys in the class he taughl.

2

Another thing that heloed me make the adjustment was basketbal. Although my school, Pine Grave {High Schooll, was cateqorized
as class C ‘or sports competition purposes, we scheduled two games eacn year with Valdosta High, = much larger, class A school
that consistently excelled at sports. Some of the Valdosta basketball players were in my Sunday school class, so at lezst we had
somelhing in common. While it was a rare occasion when Pine Gruve defeated Vadostz, cur litle school could be countec on to
make Goliath anxious about the outcome right up until the final whistle blew. This, more that anything else, allowed me 1o wals inlo
that Sunday school room with pride and confidence.
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MUSEUM CALENDAR OF EVENTS YESTERDAY & TODAY

Newsletter of
: e : ii = Lowndes County Historical Society
Museum ¢losed for Christmas Helidays - December 247 through January 2™,
i President
January 27 200 I'v Members Meet ! "
e AR Julie Barnes Smith
Jannary 28 Son’s of Confederate Veterans ‘ ’
President Elect
February 10 2:00 PM Patsy Giles
('Ti-.nr'gia [).n Celebration with the General James Jackson Novelstter Bditor
Chapter. NSDAR Deomald O Quinn Davis
Kids Page Editor
Andrew Smith
with Julic Barnes Smilh
Museum Staft
- o 5 e 4 Steve Burrell
Lowndes County Historical Socicty & Museum s sty
305 West Central Avenne e ;
PLO). Rox 36, Valdosta, GA 31603 Donald O Guinn Davis
220y 2474780 Administrative Thirector
Fax: (229 247-284()
E-mail: historvi@valdostamuscuimn, org e e
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