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When introducing the program, Jim Black, at left, VSU Vice-President for 
Finance and Administration, gave accolades to the achievements of 
Dr. Ronald Zaccari, at right, retiring VSU President as of June 30, 2008. 

Regent Ladies 

  Margaret J. Langdale and Gretchen McCoy Dennis were
recognized at the dinner as wives whose late husbands gave
 years of service to Board of Regents of the University
System of Georgia. John Langdale was state Chairman of
the Board of Regents and was recipient of Valdosta Stateôs
first honorary doctorate degree. Shealy McCoy was
Comptroller of the Board of Regents, earlier having the
same position at VSC Mrs. Langdale took away our
concern about table assignments at the dinner. She asked to
be placed near the entrance at the rear. Thus we were able
to tell the gathering that if the Langdales are in the back,
then no one in the house can complain about their seat. 

*  *   * 

Anita H. Shelton, left, served on the Dinner committee and as
a hostess. Patsy Giles, right, is the LCHS president. They
worked, often intensely, for several weeks to prepare for the
dinner.  Perhaps their relaxed appearances are because this
photograph was taken after the dinner. 

33rd  Annual 
History 100 Dinner

by Donald O. Davis 

The program stated: 
The LCHS is pleased to participate in recognizing VSU 
during these years of Centennial Salute, 2006 to 2013. 
In celebration of VSUõs 100 years ð we proudly Toast 

òRed and Black All Hail!ó 

And Red Rubies for the LCHS 40th Anniversary

   The History 100 Dinner this year was an enjoyable event. The
dinner committee is most thankful to James L. Black, VSU Vice
President for Finance and Administration, and Deborah Davis of VSU
Archives. In October 2007, VSU Archives & Special Collections and
the Centennial Committee presented an impressive campus tour with
dynamic exhibits named The Hidden History of VSU. When the
society contacted Jim Black explaining our desire to salute VSUôs
Centennial years, he suggested we contact Deborah Davis to see if
there was a chance that portions of the Hidden History script could be
adapted for use at the dinner. Deborah Davis knew it would require
considerable effort, but was pleased that the program would be seen
be many VSU alumni and friends of the college. 
   The tables were decorated in red and black, including red roses and
rubies. They were named for college buildings with Sis West May at
West Hall, Georgia Thomson at Georgia Hall, etc.  Reports on the
dinner continue through the newsletter. 

 by many VSU alumni and friends of the college.
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Virginia Culpepper and Kate Swiderski Gloria Sorenson and Joanne Griner 

John Taylor & Alan Bernstein of VSU 

Mike Holt, VSU crew & the House in the Woods 

Dr. Michael Black 

Julian Copeland 

Deborah S. Davis 

Harris and Judy Churchwell 

James Edward Alexander 

Recognitions and Keeper of History Awards 

Above:  Virginia Culpepper is 94 years
of age. Her attendance provided a
superlative point of interest at the History
100 Dinner ï people were present that
attended VSU under all seven presidents
of the college.  She was the only one
present who attended GSWC during the
Richard Powell and Jere M. Pound
presidencies. Kate Swiderski is her
daughter. 

Above right: Gloria Sorenson, a Dinner
Hostess, enthusiastically thanked Joanne
Griner for securing and coaching actors
for The Hidden History of VSU program.
VSU was between semesters. Appearing
as college students were April Carter,
Carl Glasscock, Jillian Leonard, Amber
Phillips, Jerry Stacks and Alexandria
Scott. 

K e e p e r s  o f  H i s t o r y  
Deborah S. Davis 

Research and development 
VSU History Museum 

100 Years of the College 
at Valdosta 

An Archive Exhibit 
James Edward Alexander 
of Bluffton, South Carolina 

Author 
Halfway Home from Kinderlou: 
The Happy Childhood Memories 

of a Grandfather 

L. Harris Churchwell 
of Hawkinsville, Georgia 

Author 
Captains At Rest: Biographical Sketches 
and Gravesites of Officers Who Served 

With the Twelfth Georgia Regiment.

Dr. Michael Black 
Author 

Sincerely, Franké. 
Frank R. Reade: 

Professor, President and Camp Director 

Dasher, Georgia, City Council 
Creation and development of 

The Dasher Museum 
Julian Copeland, Council representative 

Left above: Deborah Davis said that John 
Taylor seems to show up after the
costumed intellectual wizard Mr.
Pythagarus makes an appearance. Alan
Bernstein is his interpreter. Mr. Pythagarus 
roamed the VSC campus in the early
1980s.

Left: Mike Holt of VSU Archives gives 
caution during the placement of the House
in the Woods exhibit. The more than thirty
oversize photographs provided a dynamic
effect for the dinner.




